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Har R forum was held in New York

to commemorate the 15th an-
niversary of African Libera-
tion Day 1972. There were
two plenaries, one summing
up the lessons of the Afri-
can Liberation Support Com-
mittee, and the other dis-
cussing the 1links between
SR building African Liberation
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support work and building
the Black liberation move-
ment. A mass rally followed
a march down the newly rena-
med Malcolm X Blvd. (former-
ly Lenox Ave.) to Martin Lu-
ther King Ave (formerly
125th) to Africa Square at
the corner of Adam Clayton
Powell Blvd, (formerly 7th
Ave). The last event of the
day was a live two hour ra-
dio discussion with several
speakers from the days acti-
vities.

The ad hoc committee
that organized this event
was initially composed of
key activists from the Black
New York Action Committee
(Bill Sales), New Africa
Peoples Organization (Ahmed
Obafemi), The Patrice Lumum-
ba Coalition (Elombe Brath),
and th TCB Publications (Ab-
dul Alkalimat). A Handbook
of Struggle -was developed
that spelled out in great

detail the political objec-
tives, timetable, division
of labor, and logistics.

About 7 committee meetings
were held, with at least 20
people having attended at
least one meeting at the
Fannie Lou Hamer Institute.
There were three leaflets.
The entire symposium was
video taped.

In general, the strength
was the political content of
the presentations and dis-
cussion, while the weakness
was the small attendance and
weak media coverage. The ta-
pes can be purchased from
TCB Publications for $100.

The Marxist-Nationalist
dialogue that highlighted
the ideological struggle
‘within ALSC was major theme

eak Your

of the symposium. It is im-
portant that while many spe-
cific points were raised by
the participants, some of
which were <clearly in con-
flict, but most of which
were complementary, there
were clear lines of criti-
cism, mainly in the form of
self criticism.

Most of the speakers
stressed that the support by
Black people in the USA for
the liberation of Africa is
a long standing tradition of
struggle. Linda Burnham sta-
ted:

"It is noteworthy that
all of the major leaders of
the Black liberation move
ment in the United States
have recognized at one le-
vel or another the bond to
the struggle of the peoples
of Africa dating all the
way back actually to Frede-
rick Douglas, through Gar-
vey, through the very in-
spired leadership of Du-
Bois, over many many deca-
des on the question of the
links of the peoples of Af-
rica through Malcolm and
Martin. ... This is a per-
manent feature of the Black
liberatiomr in the United
States."

Elombe Brath went into
how the Nationalist tradi-
tion of Harlem continued the
Garvey tradition, and so
Blacks there had consistent-
ly been active in the work
of Carlos Cooks and the Af-
rican Nationalist Pioneer
Movement.

Abdul Alkalimat and Bill
Sales put their position
forward in Issue 2 of the
Black Liberation Movement
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News, by linking together
the traditions of resistance
connected to Martin Luther
King and Malcolm X:

“Malcolm was the voice
calling for revolution
while King led mass strugg-
le to test the limits of
reform. While they differed
fundamentally on means, and
possibly ends, they were
united on the absolute ne-
cessity for liberation of
South Africa from settler
rule. ... From different
directions both pushed the
African American community
toward a militant wunity in
action based on an interna-
tionalist, anti-imperialist
perspective. Such a unity,
ether advanced by an avow-
revolutionary or a re-
form minded, non- violent
minister, was objectively
beyond anything this system
could safely accommodate.
For this reason, King and
Malcolm were brutally
murdered. As martyrs of the
revolytion they continue to
live as we carry on their
struggle.”

Within this tradition of
support, as one would clear-
ly respect, there has been a
great deal of struggle. But,
contrary to many commonly
held notions, this struggle
has not been all negative.
Elombe Brath stated:

"One of the positive
things abowt ALSC is that
the struggle did happen be-
tween the Nationalists and
the Marxists. The reason we
feel this is important is
that generally speaking the
movement has benefited by
the dialectic, the dialo-
gue. Mostly everyone now at
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least postures that they
are anti-imperialist. We
don't know what they're re-
ally about, but at least
they posture that. Of
course the future will dic-
tate who they are and what
they're about. It (ALSC)
was a very very important
experience."

On the other hand,
there were criticisms of the
Left. Linda Burnham made the
following observation:

"The 60's and 70's pro-
duced wave upon wave of
Black revolutionary natio-
nalists who were seeking
Marxism. But, they were
seeking Marxism in a con-
text in which there was not
a revolutionary party which
incorporated them. There is
whole history to why that
is the case, but they were
seeking Marxism when was
not a community party that
had established a vanguard
relationship to the masses
of people in this country.
Black or white. ... in that
period people came to revo-
lution without an organi-
sation, without the gui-
dance of politics that
could consolidate them on a
Marxist basis, and for that
reason the process of matu-
ring that revolutionaries
ought to have in a stable
organization, with a stable
history and a stable set of
politics did not exist so
people had to develop in
organizations like the
ALSC.

Carl Dix makes s similar
point:
"On the question of re-
volution in the USA, this
is where the left line
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really came into play and
played a negative role as

a secondary factor in the
demise of ALSC. Because
programatically, ALSC as a
mass based united front did
not need to address ques-
tions of how you were going
to make revolution in the
USA. But around 1975, from
then on, ALSC chapters did
get jacked up to say that
they had to have positions
on party building, on self
determination...."

Marxist-nationa-
list dialogue there are se-
veral key points to make.
Out of both tendencies peop-
le are making self-criti-
cisms and trying to fashion
a line for the Black libera-
tion rooted 1in a righteous
fight for unity. ALSC was a
progressive motion, one that
helped push our movement po-
litics forward.

On the

One of the great contro-
versial issue was the ques-
tion of which organizations
to support and on what ba-
sis. Elombe Brath stressed
the need to grasp the facts:

“The basis of the objec-

tive and subjective condi-
tions and what is actually
happening in the country
that a group represents.
...What should happen for
us in this country is to
take a position based on
views and observation based
on what's happening inside
a particular country be-
cause there is enough docu-
.mentation."

Carl Dix stressed that
while investigation is im-
portant, the critical crite-
ria is which organization

was contributing most to
bringing about good revolu-
tionary action. Abdul Alka-
limat spelled out four basis
criteria for support:

1. Refuse to accept the
views of someone else, a
movement organization or a
country, no franchise.

2. Investigation is impor-
tant, especially direct
contact with as many of the
organizations as possible.

3. Main support is the
educational work among the
people here, so emphasis
should should be over the
contradictions faced by th
masses, the history of ’
struggle, and full scope of
all forces contributing to
the révolutionary motion.

4. Be prepared to change
support as organizations
change, leaders come and
go, and what is true at one
point in time is not always
true.

Out of this debate three
positions developed on the
current problem of who to
support ip South Africa.
Elombe Brath and Linda
Burnham give full support to
the ANC, Chokwe Lumumba and
Ccarl Dix give full support
to the PAC, and Bill Sales
and Abdul Alkalimat give
critical support to both.
This 1is a major issue, per-
haps the major issue that is
determining the course of
the current African libera-
tion support movement.

y

Prof. Dr. Abdul Alkalimat
(on behalf of the organi-
sers and participants)
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